
American Community Survey Subject Definitions 
 
The following subject definitions correspond to the variables presented in the map.  For a complete 
listing of all subjects click here. 
 
The employment status data shown in American Community Survey tabulations relate to people 16 
years old and over.  
 
Labor Force – All people classified in the civilian labor force plus members of the U.S. Armed Forces 
(people on active duty with the United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard).  
 
Not in Labor Force – All people 16 years old and over who are not classified as members of the labor 
force. This category consists mainly of students, homemakers, retired workers, seasonal workers 
interviewed in an off season who were not looking for work, institutionalized people, and people doing 
only incidental unpaid family work (less than 15 hours during the reference week). 
 
Unemployed – All civilians 16 years old and over are classified as unemployed if they (1) were neither 
“at work” nor “with a job but not at work” during the reference week, and (2) were actively looking for 
work during the last 4 weeks, and (3) were available to start a job.  Also included as unemployed are 
civilians who did not work at all during the reference week, were waiting to be called back to a job from 
which they had been laid off, and were available for work except for temporary illness. Examples of job 
seeking activities are:  
 • Registering at a public or private employment office  
 • Meeting with prospective employers  
 • Investigating possibilities for starting a professional practice or opening a business  
 • Placing or answering advertisements  
 • Writing letters of application  
 • Being on a union or professional register  
 

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/data_documentation/SubjectDefinitions/2012_ACSSubjectDefinitions.pdf

